
SHIVPURI
Tranquil Forests Steeped in Sanctity
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Chanderi : 127 km away, Chanderi has some of the finest examples of 
Bundela Rajput and Malwa Sultanate architecture. A Mughal fort 
dominates the skyline of this lovely old town, which is famed for its 
brocades and muslins today.  

By Road: Shivpuri is connected by regular bus services with Gwalior, 
Indore, Bhopal, Jhansi and Ujjain.

Kothi no. 17: In this Kothi the trial of Tatya Tope was held in the front 
room of the ground floor. Tatya Tope was hanged publicly in Shivpuri the 
place where now Tatya Tope memorial stands.

By Air: The nearest airport is at Gwalior (112 km).

By Rail: Nearest rail heads are at Jhansi (101 km) and Gwalior which 
are on the Delhi-Mumbai and Delhi-Chennai main lines. Shivpuri is a 
railway station on the Dehradun-Ujjain route.

 thSheshai : Sun temple of Pratihar Period (8-9  century AD )

How to Reach

Surwaya : 21 km away, Surwaya is noteworthy for the remains of a fort, 
three Hindu temples, a monastery and a step-well. The charming gadi 
has recently been painstakingly restored inside.

Sakhya Sagar Boat Club: Edging the forests of the Madhav National 
Park is the Sakhya Sagar lake, habitat of a variety of reptiles. Species 
that can be seen here are the marsh crocodile or mugger, Indian python 
and the monitor lizard. On the shores of the lake and connected to it by a 
broad pier is a Boat Club, an airy, delicate structure with glass panels.

Bhadaiya Kund: A scenic picnic spot by a natural spring. The water 
here is rich in minerals, supposedly of a curative nature.

Excursions

Narwar : 41 km away, Narwar is the one-time capital of Raja Nal of 
Naisadha, and his consort Damayanti. It is remarkable for its medieval 
fortress atop a hill. 

Wayside 
Amenities 

Surwaya Gadi

Ahmedabad
Marketing Offices

Head Office - Paryatan Bhawan, Bhadbhada Road, Bhopal - 462003

108 First Floor, City Pearl,Plot No P5/1 Opp hotel Gangaur, Vidhayak Puri Road, C Scheme, Jaipur 
302001. Rajasthan   Contact : 0141-4070070, 7880108605, E-mail : jaipur@mpstdc.com

Hyderabad

Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board 

Bengaluru

Ground Floor, Balyogi Paryatak Bhavan, next to CM Camp office  ,Greenland , 
Begumpet Main Road, Hyderabad - 500 016     

Tel : 0755-4027100, Tourist Helpline : 1800 233 7777, www.mpstdc.com 

Gandhinagar, Bengaluru-560009. Contact : 080-22255288,  E-mail : bengaluru@mpstdc.com 

Offices of ‘Madhya Pradesh State Tourism Development Corporation Ltd.’ 

Contact : 040-40034319, E-mail: hyderabad@mpstdc.com 

Tel : 0755 - 2780600, www.mptourism.com 

219, 'Supermall' IInd Floor, Near Lal Bungalow,  C.G. Road, Ahmedabad-380 006

6th Floor, Lily Trade Wing,  Above D-Mart, Jehangirabad, Bhopal - 462008

Contact : 079-48900496,49000496, 26462977/78, E-mail: ahmedabad@mpstdc.com 

Sunkada Chikanna Complex, Premise No. 4/3, Shop No. 5,  Loop Lane off, Race Course Road, 

Jaipur 

Contact : 033-22833526, E-mail: kolkata@mpstdc.com

Tourist Information Counter : Rani Kamlapati Railway Station Platform no 1 (on top of ticket counter) 

Hotel Gomti Room no 10 &11, 6,Sapru Marg, Hazratganj, Opp Police Officer's Mess, Lucknow-226001
Lucknow

Contact : 9891981319, E-mail : lucknow@mpstdc.com 

Contact : 0712 - 2442378,/ 0712-2423374,  E-mail: nagpur@mpstdc.com

Contact : 011 - 23326528, 23711185, E-mail: delhi@mpstdc.com 
Regional Offices

56, Alps Building, Ground Floor, Opposite Janpath Market, Near Yes Bank - 110001

407-A, 4th Floor, Lokmat Bhawan, Wardha Road,  Nagpur - 440 012  
Nagpur

Regional Office :  Kushabhau Thakre  - International Convention Centre, Bhopal - 462003
Tele: 0755 - 2766750, 2766666, E-mail: bhopal@mpstdc.com

Mumbai 

Bhopal

City Booking Office, Palash Residency, Bhopal
Tel: 0755-2550588, E-mail: ctobhopal@ mpstdc.com

Kolkata

New Delhi

'Chitrakoot', Room No.67, 6th Floor  230-A, A.J.C. Bose Road, Kolkata -700 020 

Madhyalok, M.P Bhawan, Plot No. 23 & 24, Behind CIDCO Exhibition Centre,
Sector 30 A, Near Vashi Railway Station, Vashi, Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra - 400703
Tel.: 022-27811093, 27811485, E-mail: mumbai@mpstdc.com 

Tel : 0731-2499566, 9074483260, E-mail: indore@ mpstdc.com

Tansen Residency, 6-A, Gandhi Road, Gwalior-474002

Tourist Interpretation & Facilitation Centre, Near Circuit House, Khajuraho

Tourist Information Counter, Airport Khajuraho. Contact : 7880108583

Tel : 0761-2600580, E-mail : jabalpurairport@mpstdc.com

Tel: 0751 - 2234557, 4056726,  E-mail: gwalior@mpstdc.com

Tel : 0731-2620404, E-mail : indoreairport@mpstdc.com

Indore

Tel: 0755-2646667, Mob : 09479595506, E-mail : bhojairport@mpstdc.com

Rani Durgavati “Paryatan Bhawan” Paryatan Tiraha, Near Collectorate, North Civil Lines, Jabalpur

Railway Station, Jhansi. Tel : 0510 - 2442622, E-mail : tojhansi@mpstdc.com
Jabalpur 

42,  Residency Area, Opp. Saint Paul H.S. School, near Krishi college.  Indore. 

Tourist Information Counter, Airport Building, Jabalpur

Tel : 0755 -2766750, 2766666

Gwalior

Tourist Information Counter : Raja Bhoj Airport, Bhopal

Tel : 0761-2677290,  E-mail : jabalpur@mpstdc.com

Tourist Information Counter : Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar International Airport, Indore

Jhansi

Khajuraho

Tel : 07686 - 274051, 7880108583, E-mail : khajuraho@mpstdc.com 

Tourist Information Counter, Railway Station, Khajuraho Contact : 7880108583

Tel  : 07578 - 252100,  E-mail : pachmarhi@mpstdc.com

Pachmarhi 
Amaltas Complex, Near Tehsil, Pachmarhi                                                                  



A conference of Princess was held here in 1936 A.D. in 
which princess of 8-10 states participated. The building 

was used for their entertainment. 
Preying by tigers, was also watched 
from here.

It is interesting to note that the grand George Castle was built by the 
Gwalior royalty for an overnight halt for tiger shooting by British King 
Geroge V, while he was to pass that way during his visit to India in 
1911. It so happened that King could shoot a tiger on the way itself and 
did not stop at Madhav National Park.

George Castle : Deep within the forests of the park, on its highest 
point, is the Turreted George Castle built by Maharaja Jiyaji Rao 
Scindia. From here the view of the lake is unparalleled and the best 
time to visit the castle is at sunset when the lakes below mirror the 
changing hues of the evening sky.

Sultan Hotel : (This hotel was constructed by the then 
Maharaja in 1921 AD for the stay of Nawab of Sultan Ali 
Khan of Rampur who visited this place.)

Chhatris: Set in a formal Mughal 
garden, with quiet nooks under 
flowering trees, intersected by 
p a t h w a y s  w i t h  o r n a m e n t a l  
balustrades and illuminated by 
Victorian lamps, is the complex in 
which the cenotaphs of the Scindias 
are set. Facing each other across a 
water tank are the chhatris of Madho Rao Scindia 
and the dowager queen Maharani Sakhya Raje 
Scindia, synthesising the architectural idioms of 
Hindu and Islamic styles with their shikhara-type 
spires and Rajput and Mughal pavilions.

Baradari: is a building of Maratha 
style, built in 1921 as a night dancing 
hall. It has a gallery of paintings 
depicting real life and fantasized 
themes. The hall was also used for 
entertainment and religious purpose.

Much later, it was the tiger that roamed the wooded hills and many a 
magnificent beast was 'bagged' by royal shikaris. And, with its luxuriant 
forests and undulating hills, Shivpuri was a natural choice as the 
summer resort capital of the Scindias. Shivpuri's royal ambience lives 
on in the exquisite palaces and hunting lodges and graceful, intricately-
embellished marble chhatris (cenotaphs) erected by the Scindia 
princes.

S
hivpuri is steeped in the royal legacy of its past, when it was the 
summer capital of the Scindia rulers of Gwalior. And earlier, its 
dense forests were the hunting grounds of the Mughal 

emperors when great herds of elephants were captured by Emperor 
Akbar.

The National Park is equally rich in avifauna; the artificial lake, 
Chandpatta, is winter home of migratory geese, pochard, pintail, teal, 
mallard and gadwall. A good site for bird watching is where the forest 
track crosses the wide rocky stream that flows from the Waste Weir. 
Species that frequent this spot are red-wattled lapwing, large-pied 
wagtail, pond heron and white-breasted kingfisher. The avifauna also 
includes the cormorant, painted stork, white ibis, laggar falcon, purple 
sunbird, paradise flycatcher and golden oriole.

Madhav National Park : 156 sq km in area, the park is open throughout 
the year. With a varied terrain of wooded hills, the forests being dry, 
mixed and deciduous, and flat grasslands around the lake, it offers 
abundant opportunities for sighting a variety of wildlife. The 
predominant species that inhabits the park is the deer, of which the most 
easily sighted are the graceful little chinkara, the Indian gazelle and the 
chital. Other species that have their habitat in the park are nilgai, 
sambar, chausingha or four-horned antelope, blackbuck, sloth bear, 
leopard and the ubiquitous common langur.

A sanctuary for rare wildlife and avifauna, Shivpuri has transformed a 
royal past into a vibrant, hopeful present.

What to See

Madhav Rao Scindia Chhatri

The glittering white marble surface of Madho Rao Scindia's cenotaph 
is inlaid in the pietra dura style, with lapis lazuli and onyx to create a 
spectacularly rich effect, heightened by the delicacy of the trellis work 
on the sides. The dowager queen's cenotaph has a noble dignity of 
line and superb strucuctural harmony. Both memorials contain life-
size images of the Scindias and these are tended to with extreme 
devotion by ceremonially-dressed retainers who perform the rituals of 
placing flowers and incense before the statues each day. In the 
evenings, the hush is broken by the sound of music as artists of the 
Gwalior gharana render classical ragas before the statues.

Madhav Vilas Palace: Standing upon a natural eminence, the 
elongated rose-pink summer palace of the Scindias is built in truly 
royal proportions. A fine example of  colonial architecture, the 'Mahal', 
as it is called, is remarkable for its marble floors, iron columns, 
graceful terraces and the Ganapati Mandap. From the turrets, the 
view is a spectacular one of Shivpuri town and the park beyond.

George Castle Boat Club, Shivpuri

Maharani Sakhya Raje Scindia Chhatri


